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GUIDANCE FOR BULK SAMPLE SUBMISSION 
 
We are a UKAS accredited testing laboratory for the identification of asbestos in bulk materials, in 
accordance with ISO 17025. Our analysts are all qualified and experienced in the identification of 
asbestos in bulk materials. 
 
Anyone taking samples of suspected asbestos containing materials without a thorough risk 
assessment and use of appropriate control measures might be exposing themselves and others to 
airborne asbestos fibres. Information about safe sampling techniques can be found in HSE publication 
HSG248 Asbestos: The Analysts’ Guide. 
 
If you have obtained a sample of a suspected asbestos containing material and require PA Group to 
analyse it for you, there a few guidance points that we ask you to please consider: 
 

• Ensure that the sample is of a reasonable size; too small and it may not be possible to give a 
reliable analysis result, too big and it creates a disposal problem and may not be accepted. Ideally, 
the sample should be anywhere between 1 to 10 square centimeters and should fit into a 
standard sized freezer-type bag. Materials with multiple layers (for example, a ceiling with coating 
applied) should be taken as a core sample to ensure that all layers are adequately covered. 

 

• Samples should be individually double sealed in two bags or other secure containers (one inside 
another) then placed inside another sealable bag to keep all samples from each individual address 
together. Press and seal type bags are ideal. It is very important that the sample is not exposed to 
the air as this poses a risk to anyone who handles it during transit and to our staff upon receipt. 

 

• Labelling the bag or container with sample details such as material type and sample location, or a 
unique reference number (for example, Sample 1 - Internal, Kitchen, Ceiling, Textured Coating) 
will ensure that the analysis results can be related to the correct sample. This may be of benefit to 
you when submitting more than one sample.  

 

• Ensure that the most outer sample bag is also labelled with the full address, including postcode. 
 

• It should be noted that an ‘adhoc’ sample analysis result will only identify the type of asbestos, if 
any, in the material. This information should be considered in the context of the location of the 
material, its condition, exposure to damage or any existing damage amongst other things.  

 

• Any envelope/packaging must be marked ‘sample enclosed’ to ensure that it is only opened in the 
laboratory. 

 

• If you need advice about how to interpret the results of the sample analysis, or advice on how to 
prevent exposure to airborne asbestos fibres, we would be more than happy to advise you. 

 

Payment will be required prior to the release of any results for samples submitted by private clients 
(clients that are not part of a company). 
 

Please ensure that the grey sections of the overleaf form are completed prior to submission of samples. 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/priced/hsg248.pdf
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CLIENT TO COMPLETE PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO LABORATORY LABORATORY TO COMPLETE 

Client Name:   

TEAMS Job No:  

Company Registration No:  N/A 

Client Address:  Project No: 

FW-027 

Other (Specify): 

Client Phone Number:  

Delivered By (Circle): 

POST 

Client Email Address:  HAND 

Accounts Payable Phone 
Number:  

 N/A 

Date Sample(s) Received:  

Accounts Payable Email:   N/A 

Statements Email:   N/A 
Client Type: 

Payment must be made prior 
to reporting of any results for 

private clients. 

Registered 
Company 

Private 
Individual 

Site Address:  
(Where samples were obtained) 

 

Government 
Body 

LLP 

Other:  

Client Order Number:  

Total Cost (Ex VAT): £ 
No. of Samples:  

 

Required Turnaround: 
 
*Cost specified is per sample 
 
Payment must be made prior to 
reporting of any results for 
private clients. 

Same Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day Paid Card: YES NO 

*£30.00 *£25.00 *£20.00 *£15.00 

Page(s):  of      

Method of Payment: BACS CARD 
 

Site Sample 
Ref. 

TEAMS 
Sample Ref. 

Sample Location & Material Description (Internal, Ground Floor, Kitchen, Ceiling, Textured Coating etc.) 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


